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Dear Members of the Committee,

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of House Bill 4451 by
Representative McReynolds, which would allow mentally ill and/or mentally retarded youth who have been discharged
from the Texas Youth Commission (TYC) due to their disability to be eligible for Texas Correctional Office on
Offenders with Medical or Mental Impairments (TCOOMMI) services, and would enhance continuity of care services
for mentally ill and developmentally delayed youth on TYC parole.

PROBLEM

As the law currently stands, TYC has the option of discharging a youth who is found to be incapable of completing the
rehabilitation program as a result of his or her mental illness or mental retardation. Because of an oversight in the
drafting of a bill that was passed 10 years ago, these youth who have the highest need for mental health services upon
release — who are, in fact, discharged in order to get those services — are not eligible for mental health services through
TCOOMMI.

Unlike youth who have been discharged from TYC, youth on TYC parole are eligible for mental health services through
TCOOMMI, but because of another unintended loophole in the law, they are often cut off from those services before
they reach the end of their parole term. For example, a youth on TYC parole who is 16 years old, and who is receiving
mental health services through TCOOMMI, may not finish his or her parole until s/he turns 19. Under current law,
s/he becomes an “adult” at the age of 17 for purposes of receiving mental health services. Unless s/he has one of
three mental health diagnoses, s/he will no longer be eligible for mental health services through TCOOMMI at age 17,
even though s/he will remain on parole for two more years. Youth in this situation are required under their parole
conditions to receive mental health treatment, but the law is drafted in such a way that keeps them from getting those
services.

Without necessary treatment, juvenile offenders with mental health needs are more likely to re-offend and return to the
juvenile justice system.'

FACTS

e In fiscal year 2008, 36% of new arrivals to TYC were chemically dependent, 32% had serious mental health
problems, and 10% had family members with mental impairments.”

e In the past two years, TCOOMMI has provided services for 4,405 seriously mentally ill juveniles on county
probation, and 2,845 seriously mentally ill juveniles on TYC parole.’

e In the same two years, only 84 youth received mental health discharges from TYC, but because of the oversight in
the law, none of them were eligible for TCOOMMI services.”

SOLUTION: SUPPORT H.B. 4451 BY REPRESENTATIVE MCREYNOLDS

» H.B. 4451 provides immediate access to needed setvices for youth with serious mental illness and/or
mental retardation who are discharged from TYC custody, and it enhances access to such services for
paroled youth until they have completed their TYC parole.

Again, thank you for this opportunity to present written testimony to the Committee. I hope that you will support
H.B. 4451.
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